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Course Description: 

With the concept of the Black Atlantic, Paul Gilroy introduced a new paradigm to understand 
the transatlantic connections and movements between Europe, Africa, and the Americas that 
gave birth to modernity. While the Black Atlantic captures the entanglements of the European 
Enlightenment, liberalism, democracy, and revolution with the terrors of colonialism, 
enslavement, and racism, it also theorizes the conditions, practices, and imaginations of Black 
and African diasporic agency and resistance beyond the limitations of a North Atlantic 
epistemology.  
This course aims to broaden the perspective of the Black Atlantic both conceptually and 
geographically: First, it will introduce feminist, queer, and trans* perspectives to Black Atlantic 
Studies. Second, it will broaden the scope beyond the Anglophone and Afro-American world 
to encompass the Haitian Revolution as a politics of radical antislavery in the Francophone 
Atlantic. Wilhelm Anton Amo will be introduced here as the first Black philosopher in the 
Germanophone early Enlightenment. Third, it will trace the transoceanic, transcolonial, and 
transracial connections between the Black Atlantic, the Black Pacific and the Black 
Mediterranean. Against colonialist and imperialist tropes of Oceania, the Black Pacific brings 
to the fore the global relationalities and repercussions of a politics of anti-colonial and 
decolonial resistance, solidarity, and cosmopolitanism before and after Bandung. In light of 
Europe’s so-called refugee crisis, the Black Mediterranean offers a novel take on Europe’s 
disavowed colonial past and postcolonial present by centering African diasporic archives and 
articulations of freedom, democracy, and belonging.  
The Black Atlantic, the Black Pacific, and the Black Mediterranean can thus be understood as 
subversive counter-narratives, as resistant imaginations, and as critical epistemologies that do 
not only pluralize, complement, and enlarge the field of critical theory. They rather enable us 
to interrogate, decenter, and deconstruct critical theory epistemologies that stay within and 
are even complicit with the workings of the coloniality of knowledge and white normativity. 
As oceans of critique, they allow to rewrite, transcend, and radicalize the imagination of 
emancipation beyond colonial cartographies of knowledge. In so doing, they cultivate 
alternative ways of being and belonging in a postcolonial world.  
 



I. THE BLACK ATLANTIC 

 

The Black Atlantic as a Counter-Discourse of Modernity 

Gilroy, Paul. 2007. “The Black Atlantic as a Counterculture of Modernity.” In The Black Atlantic: 
Modernity and Double Consciousness, 1–40. London: Harvard University Press.  

Hesse, Barnor. 2007. “Racialized Modernity: An Analytics of White Mythologies.” Ethnic and 
Racial Studies 30 (4): 643–63. 

Shohat, Ella, and Robert Stam. 2012. “The Atlantic Enlightenment.” In Race in Translation: 
Culture Wars Around the Postcolonial Atlantic, 1–25. New York: NYU Press. 

Naro, Nancy Priscilla, Roger Sansi Roca, and David H. Treece. 2007. “The Atlantic, between 
Scylla and Charybdis” In Cultures of the Lusophone Black Atlantic, 1–15. Basingstoke: 
Palgrave Macmillan. 

Fracchia, Carmen. 2017. “Picturing the Afro-Hispanic Struggle for Freedom in Early Modern 
Spain.” In Post/Colonialism and the Pursuit of Freedom in the Black Atlantic, edited by 
Jerome Branche, 33–50. London: Routledge. 

 

The Black Feminist Atlantic 

Spillers, Hortense J. 1987. “Mama’s Baby, Papa’s Maybe: An American Grammar Book.” 
Diacritics 17 (2): 64–81. 

Weheliye, Alexander G. 2014. Habeas Viscus: Racializing Assemblages, Biopolitics, and Black 
Feminist Theories of the Human, 33–45. Durham: Duke University Press. 

Gumbs, Alexis Pauline. 2016. Spill: Scenes of Black Feminist Fugitivity. Durham: Duke 
University Press. 

Naru, Akua. 2011. The Journey Aflame. Jakarta Records.  
https://akuanaru.bandcamp.com/album/the-journey-aflame 

 

The Black Queer and Trans*Atlantic 

Sharpe, Christina. 2016. In the Wake: On Blackness and Being, 17–34, 113–134. Durham, 
London: Duke University Press,  

Strongman, Roberto. 2019. “Of Dreams and Night Mares: Vodou Women Queering the Body.” 
In Queering Black Atlantic Religions: Transcorporeality in Candomblé, Santería, and 
Vodou, 27–48. Durham: Duke University Press. 

Tinsley, Omise’eke Natasha. 2018. “For the Love of Laveau.” In Eziliʹs Mirrors: Imagining Black 
Queer Genders, 3–27. Durham: Duke University Press. 

Walcott, Rinaldo. 2013. “Black Queer Studies, Freedom, and Other Human Possibilities.” In 
Understanding Blackness Through Performance: Contemporary Arts and the 



Representation of Identity, edited by Anne Cremieux, Xavier Lemoine, Jean-Paul Rocchi, 
and Rinaldo Walcott, 143–57. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Tourmaline (2017): Atlantic is a Sea of Bones (7:32), https://vimeo.com/245608125 

Tourmaline. 2018. “Alternate Endings, Radical Beginnings: Video & Artist Statement.” Visual 
AIDS. https://visualaids.org/blog/aerb-tourmaline-statement. 

Nyong’o, Tavia. 2018. “B.O.S. 6.2 / Atlantic Is a Sea of Bones.” ASAP Journal. 
http://asapjournal.com/b-o-s-6-2-atlantic-is-a-sea-of-bones-tavia-nyongo/.  

 

The Haitian Revolution: The Origins of the Black Atlantic and Radical Antislavery 

Casimir, Jean. 2008. “Une île dans un océan trop étroit”. Worlds & Knowledges Otherwise 3 
(2): 1–10. 

Cooper, Anna J. 2006. Slavery and the French and Haitian Revolutionists: L’attitude de la 
France à l’égard de l'esclavage pendant la Révolution, 29–115. Lanham: Rowman & 
Littlefield. 

James, C. L. R. 2001. The Black Jacobins: Toussaint L'Ouverture and the San Domingo 
Revolution, xviii–xx, 3–21. London: Penguin Books. 

Césaire, Aimé. 2009. Toussaint Louverture: La Révolution Française et le problème colonial, 
171–190. Paris: Présence Africaine.  

Dubois, Laurent. 2005. Avengers of the New World: The Story of the Haitian Revolution, 171–
193. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

Fischer, Sibylle. 2005. “Foundational Fictions: Postrevolutionary Constitutions I.” In Modernity 
Disavowed: Haiti and the Cultures of Slavery in the Age of Revolution, 227–244. 
Durham: Duke University Press. 

Dayan, Joan. 1994. “Erzulie: A Women’s History of Haiti.” Research in African Literatures 25 
(2): 5–31. 

 Daut, Marlene L. 2017. “Baron de Vastey in Haitian (Revolutionary) Context.” In Baron De 
Vastey and the Origins of Black Atlantic Humanism, 1–26. New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan. 

Sheller, Mimi. 2012. Citizenship from Below: Erotic Agency and Caribbean Freedom, 142–165. 
Durham: Duke University Press. 

Casimir, Jean. 2020. Haitians: A Decolonial History. Durham: University of North Carolina 
Press. 

 

Anton Wilhelm Amo: A Black Philosopher in the Early German Enlightenment 

Initiative Schwarze Menschen in Deutschland, ed. 2014. Homestory Deutschland: Black 
Biographies in Historical and in Present Times. Münster: edition assemblage. Portrait: 
Anton Wilhelm Amo. 

Appiah, Kwame Anthony. 2018. The Lies That Bind: Rethinking Identity, Creed, Country, Color, 
Class, Culture, 105–122, 132–134. New York: Liveright. 



Abraham, William E. 2004. “Anton Wilhelm Amo.” In a Companion to African Philosophy, 
edited by Kwasi Wiredu, 191–99. Malden: Blackwell. 

Wiredu, Kwasi. 2004. “Amo's Critique of Descartes’ Philosophy of Mind.” In a Companion to 
African Philosophy, edited by Kwasi Wiredu, 200–206. Malden: Blackwell. 

Mabe, Jacob Emmanuel. 2014. Anton Wilhelm Amo: The Intercultural Background of His 
Philosophy. Nordhausen: Traugott Bautz.  

Mougnol, Simon. 2010. Amo Afer. Un Noir, professeur d'université en Allemagne au XVIIIe 
siècle. Paris: Harmattan. 

Ette, Ottmar. 2014. Anton Wilhelm Amo–Philosophieren ohne festen Wohnsitz: Eine 
Philosophie der Aufklärung zwischen Europa und Afrika. Berlin: Kadmos. 

Suchier, Wolfram. 1916. “A. W. Amo: Ein Mohr als Student und Privatdozent der Philosophie 
in Halle, Wittenberg und Jena 1727/40.” Akademische Rundschau IV (9/10). 

Brentjes, Burchard. 1976. Anton Wilhelm Amo: Der Schwarze Philosoph in Halle. Leipzig: 
Koehler & Amelang. 

 

Afro-Pessimism: Blackness and the Afterlife of Slavery 

Brand, Dionne. 2001. Map to the Door of No Return: Notes to Belonging. Toronto: Penguin. 

McKittrick, Katherine. 2015. “Mathematics Black Life.” The Black Scholar 44 (2): 16–28.  

Hartman, Saidiya. 2016. “The Dead Book Revisited.” History of the Present 6 (2): 208–16.  

Wynter, Sylvia. 1994. “No Humans Involved. An Open Letter to My Colleagues.” Forum N.H.I. 
Knowledge for the 21st Century 1 (1): 42–73. 

Scott, David. 2000. “The Re-Enchantment of Humanism: An Interview with Sylvia Wynter.” 
Small Axe: A Caribbean Journal of Criticism 4 (8): 119–207.  

Wynter, Sylvia, and Katherine McKittrick. 2015. “Unparalleled Catastrophe for Our Species? 
Or, to Give Humanness a Different Future: Conversations.” In Sylvia Wynter: On Being 
Human as Praxis, edited by Katherine McKittrick, 9–89. 

Ferreira da Silva, Denise. 2014. “Toward a Black Feminist Poethics: The Quest(ion) of Blackness 
Toward the End of the World.” The Black Scholar 44 (2): 81–97.  

Akomfrah, John. 2015. Vertigo Sea. Video Installation at the 56th Venice Biennale (48:30) 
https://www.smokingdogsfilms.com/projects/exhibition/vertigo-sea/ 

Morse, Erik. 2016. “The Oceanic Ecologies of John Akomfrah.” Art Review. 
https://artreview.com/jan-feb-2016-feature-john-akomfrah/. 

Vikram, Anuradha. 2019. “Underneath the Black Atlantic: Race and Capital in John Akomfrah’s 
Vertigo Sea.” X-TRA 21 (3). https://www.x-traonline.org/article/underneath-the-black-
atlantic-race-and-capital-in-john-akomfrahs-vertigo-sea. 

 

 

 



II. THE BLACK PACIFIC 

 

From Black Atlantic to Black Pacific: Oceania as a Space of Relationality 
 
Coleman, Nathaniel Adam Tobias: The Atlantic Ocean is not the only Black Sea.  

https://www.academia.edu/4998644/The_Atlantic_Ocean_is_not_the_only_Black_S
ea 

Hau’Ofa, Epeli. 1994. “Our Sea of Islands.” The Contemporary Pacific 6 (1): 147–61. 

Teaiwa, Teresia. 2007. “Black in the Blue Pacific (For Mohit and Riyad).” Social and Economic 
Studies 56 (1/2).  

Teaiwa, Teresia, Ojeya Cruz Banks, Joy Lehuanani Enomoto, Courtney-Savali Leiloa Andrews, 
Alisha Lola Jones, April K. Henderson, Ojeya Cruz-Banks, Joy Enomoto, and Courtney-
Sāvali L. Andrews. 2017. “Black and Blue in the Pacific: Afro-Diasporic Women Artists 
on History and Blackness.” Amerasia Journal 43 (1): 145–193.  

King, Tiffany Lethabo. 2019. The Black Shoals: Offshore Formations of Black and Native Studies, 
1–35. Durham: Duke University Press. 

Shilliam, Robbie. 2015. “Deep Relation.” In The Black Pacific: Anti-Colonial Struggles and 
Oceanic Connections, 13–34. London: Bloomsbury. 

Shilliam, Robbie. 2013. “The Polynesian Panthers and the Black Power Gang: Surviving Racism 
and Colonialism in Aotearoa New Zealand.” In Black Power Beyond Borders: The 
Global Dimensions of the Black Power Movement, edited by Nico Slate, 107–26. 
Basingstoke: Palgrave Mcmillan. 

Tinsley, O. N. 2012. “Extract from ‘Water, Shoulders, into the Black Pacific’.” A Journal of 
Lesbian and Gay Studies 18 (2-3): 263–76.  

Lys, LynleyShimat. 2020. Bibliography: “Bla(c)kness in the Pacific / Oceania”. 
http://hawaiireview.org/blm-hr/2020/6/1/bibliography-blackness-studies-pacific-
focus 

Savage Minds. 2017. Remembering Teresia Teaiwa: An Open Access Bibliography 
https://savageminds.org/2017/03/21/remembering-teresia-teaiwa-an-open-access-
bibliography/ 

The Popolo Project. #PopoloSyllabus 
https://www.thepopoloproject.org/popolosyllabus 

 

The Haitian Revolution and Its Pacific Repercussions 

Depestre, René. 1974. Pour la révolution, pour la poésie, 1–13. Montréal: Leméac. 

Robeson, Paul. 2010. “Ho Chi Minh Is Toussaint L’ouverture of Indo-China (1954).” In African 
Americans and the Haitian Revolution: Selected Essays and Historical Documents, 
edited by Maurice Jackson and Jacqueline Bacon, 230–32. New York: Routledge. 

Glick, Jeremy Matthew. 2016. “The Haitian Revolution as Disavowal and Proliferation: Two 
Việt Minh Juxtapositions, Frantz Fanon and Paul Robeson.” In The Black Radical 



Tragic: Performance, Aesthetics, and the Unfinished Haitian Revolution, 36–43. New 
York: New York University Press. 

Paterson, Lachy. 2002. “Kiri Mā, Kiri Mangu: The Terminology of Race and Civilisation in the 
Mid-Nineteenth-Century Maori-Language Newspapers.” In Rere Atu, Taku Manu! 
Discovering History, Language, and Politics in the Maori-Language Newspapers, 
edited by Jenifer Curnow, Ngapare Hopa, and Jane McRae, 78–97. Auckland: 
Auckland University Press. 

 

Transpacific Solidarities, Anti-Colonial Cosmopolitanisms, and Oceanic Decolonization 

Pybus, Cassandra. 2009. “The African Diaspora at the End of the World.” In Extending the 
Diaspora: New Histories of Black People, edited by Dawne Y. Curry, Eric D. Duke, and 
Marshanda A. Smith, 157-177. Urbana: University of Illinois Press. 

Onishi, Yuichiro. 2013. “W. E. B. Du Bois’s Afro-Asian Philosophy of World History.” In 
Transpacific Antiracism: Afro-Asian Solidarity in Twentieth-Century Black America, 
Japan, and Okinawa, 54–93. New York: New York University Press. 

Slate, Nico. 2012. “Colored Cosmopolitanism.” In Colored Cosmopolitanism: The Shared 
Struggle for Freedom in the United States and India, 65–92. Cambridge, Mass. 
Harvard University Press. 

Alexanderson, Kris. 2019. “Policing Communism.” In Subversive Seas: Anticolonial Networks 
Across the Twentieth-Century Dutch Empire, 168–208. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 

Lowe, Lisa. 2015. “Freedoms Yet to Come.” In The Intimacies of Four Continents, 135–175. 
Durham: Duke University Press. 

 

 

III. THE BLACK MEDITERRANEAN 

 

The ‚Refugee Crisis‘: Postcolonial Europe and the Coloniality of Migration 

Bhambra, Gurminder. 2015. “The Refugee Crisis and Our Connected Histories of Colonialism 
and Empire.” Sicherheitspolitik-Blog, October 1. https://www.sicherheitspolitik-
blog.de/2015/10/01/the-refugee-crisis-and-our-connected-histories-of-colonialism-
and-empire/. 

Bhambra, Gurminder K. (European Law Journal 23) 2017. “The Current Crisis of Europe: 
Refugees, Colonialism, and the Limits of Cosmopolitanism.” European Law Journal 23 
(5): 395–405.  

Gutiérrez Rodríguez, Encarnación. 2018. “The Coloniality of Migration and the “Refugee 
Crisis”: On the Asylum-Migration Nexus, the Transatlantic White European Settler 
Colonialism-Migration and Racial Capitalism.” refuge 34 (1).  

Sheller, Mimi. 2018. Mobility Justice: The Politics of Movement in an Age of Extremes, 45–67. 
London, Brooklyn: Verso. 



Pace, Michelle, and Roberto Roccu. 2020. “Imperial Pasts in the EU’s Approach to the 
Mediterranean.” Interventions 22 (6): 671–85.  

M.I.A. (2015): “Borders” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r-Nw7HbaeWY 

 

The Black Mediterranean as a Counter-Discourse to White Europe and the ‚Refugee Crisis‘ 

Robinson, Cedric J. 2000. “Racial Capitalism: The Nonobjective Character of Capitalist 
Development.” In Black Marxism: The Making of the Black Radical Tradition, 9–28. 
University of North Carolina Press: Chapel Hill. 

Kelley, Robin D. G. 2000. „Foreword.“ In Black Marxism: The Making of the Black Radical 
Tradition, xi–xxxiii. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press. 

Maio, Alessandra di. 2012. “Mediterraneo Nero. Le Rotte Dei Migranti Nel Millennio Globale.” 
In La Città Cosmopolita. Altre Narrazioni, edited by Giulia d. Spuches, 142–63. 
Palermo: G.B. Palumbo. 

Maio, Alessandra di. 2014. “Lampedusa und das ‚Schwarze Mittelmeer‘. Die Migrationsrouten 
im Jahrtausend der Globalisierung.” Zibaldone. Zeitschrift für italienische Kultur der 
Gegenwart, 17–31. 

Einashe, Ismail. 2018. “Our Sea: Reading the ‘Black Mediterranean’ Through Europe’s Migrant 
Crisis.” Frieze (199): 23. https://frieze.com/article/reading-black-mediterranean-
through-europes-migrant-crisis.  

 

“Black Italianità”: Decolonizing Italy’s Past and Present 

Mezzadra, Sandro, and Federico Rahola. 2015. “The Postcolonial Condition: A Few Notes on 
the Quality of Historical Time in the Global Present.” In Reworking Postcolonialism: 
Globalization, Labour and Rights, edited by Pavan K. Malreddy, Birte Heidemann, Ole 
B. Laursen, and Janet Wilson, 36–54. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Smythe, SA. 2019. “Black Italianità: Citizenship and Belonging in the Black Mediterranean.” 
California Italian Studies 1 (9): 1–19. 

Hawthorne, Camilla. 2017. “In Search of Black Italia: Notes on Race, Belonging, and Activism 
in the Black Mediterranean.” Transition 123 (1): 152–74. 

Grimaldi, Giuseppe. 2019. “The Black Mediterranean: Liminality and the Reconfiguration of 
Afroeuropeanness.” Open Cultural Studies 3 (1): 414–27.  

Proglio, Gabriele. 2018. “Is the Mediterranean a White Italian–European Sea? The 
Multiplication of Borders in the Production of Historical Subjectivity.” Interventions 
20 (3): 406–27. 

Ponzanesi, Sandra. 2016. “Edges of Empire.” Cultural Studies ↔ Critical Methodologies 16 (4): 
373–86.  

Giuliani, Gaia. 2016. “The Mediterranean as a Stage: Borders, Memories, Bodies.” In 
Decolonising the Mediterranean: European Colonial Heritages in North Africa and the 



Middle East, edited by Gabriele Proglio, 91–103. Newcastle-upon-Tyne: Cambridge 
Scholars Publishing. 

 

The Politics of Policing, Left-do-die Boats, and Black Death in the Mediterranean  

Saucier, P. Khalil, and Tryon P. Woods. 2014. “Ex Aqua: The Mediterranean Basin, Africans on 
the Move, and the Politics of Policing.” Theoria 61 (141): 55–75.  

Browne, Simone. 2015. “Notes on Surveillance Studies: Through the Door of No Return.” In 
Dark Matters, 31–62: Duke University Press. 

Sharpe, Christina. 2016. “The Ship.” In In the Wake: On Blackness and Being, 25-67. Durham, 
London: Duke University Press. 

Heller, Charles, Lorenzo Pezzani, and Situ Research. 2014. “Case: ‘Left-to-Die Boat’.” In 
FORENSIS: The Architecture of Public Truth, edited by Eyal Weizman, Anselm Franke, 
and Forensic Architecture, 637–55. Berlin, New York: Sternberg Press. 

Heller, Charles, Lorenzo Pezzani, and Situ Studio. “Forensic Oceanography: Report on the ‘Left-
to-Die Boat’.” Unpublished manuscript, last modified July 26, 2019. https://forensic-
architecture.org/investigation/the-left-to-die-boat. 

Follis, Karolina S. 2015. “Responsibility, Emergency, Blame: Reporting on Migrant Deaths on 
the Mediterranean in the Council of Europe.” Journal of Human Rights 14 (1): 41–62. 

Pichl, Maximilian, and Timo Tohidipur. 2019. “Verpflichtung zur aktiven Seenotrettung: Zu den 
nicht intendierten Effekten der Überwachung des Mittelmeers durch Frontex.” In An 
den Grenzen Europas und des Rechts, edited by Maximilian Pichl and Timo Tohidipur, 
177–208. Bielefeld: transcript. 

 

Offshore Humanism, the Ambivalences of Hospitality, and the Limits of Liberal Solidarity 

Dannewid, Ida. 2017. “White Innocence in the Black Mediterranean: Hospitality and the 
Erasure of History.” Third World Quarterly 38 (7): 1674–89. 

Wekker, Gloria. 2016. White Innocence: Paradoxes of Colonialism and Race, 1–29. Durham, 
London: Duke University Press. 

Gilroy, Paul. 2018. “’Where Every Breeze Speaks of Courage and Liberty’: Offshore Humanism 
and Marine Xenology, Or, Racism and the Problem of Critique at Sea Level.” Antipode 
50 (1): 3–22.  

Guesmi, Haythem. 2018. “The Black Mediterranean and the Limits of Liberal Solidarity.” Africa 
is a Country, August 30. https://africasacountry.com/2018/08/the-black-
mediterranean-and-the-limits-of-liberal-solidarity. 

Banksy (2015): We’re not all in the same boat. Calais, France, 2015. 
https://www.widewalls.ch/murals/banksy-were-not-all-in-the-same-boat/ 

Preuss, Jakob. When Paul Came over the Sea: A Documentary by Jakob Preuss, 2017. 
http://www.pauloverthesea.com 

 



Black Europe: ReSignifications and the Politics of Imagination 

Wekker, Gloria. 2009. “Another Dream of a Common Language: Imagining Black Europe.” In 
Black Europe and the African Diaspora, edited by Darlene C. Hine, Trica D. Keaton, 
and Stephen Small, 277–289. Urbana, Chicago: University of Illinois Press. 

Hesse, Barnor. 2009. “Black Europe’s Undecidability.” In Black Europe and the African 
Diaspora, edited by Darlene C. Hine, Trica D. Keaton, and Stephen Small, 291–304. 
Urbana, Chicago: University of Illinois Press. 

Amkpa, Awam. 2016. “Echoes of Pasts, Inscriptions of Presence: ReSignifying the 
Blackamoors.” In ReSignifications: European Blackamoors, Africana Readings, edited 
by Awam Amkpa, 13–23. Rome: Postcart. 

Omar Viktor Diop: “Diaspora” https://www.omarviktor.com/project-diaspora 

Smythe, SA. 2018. “The Black Mediterranean and the Politics of Imagination.” Middle East 
Report (286): 3–9. 

Thompson, Vanessa E. 2018. “Repairing Worlds: On Radical Openness Beyond Fugitivity and 
the Politics of Care: Comments on David Goldberg’s Conversation with Achille 
Mbembe.” Theory, Culture & Society 35 (7-8): 243–50.  

Mensah, Ayoko, Norbert N. Ouendji, and Achille Mbembe. 2011. “Le temps de l’Afrique 
viendra.” Africultures 83 (1): 87–100.  

 


