
    

 
 
 
 

 

MA Seminar 
The Ethics and Politics of Migration 
 
Tuesdays, 10-12 
WEBEX link: 
https://fu-berlin.webex.com/fu-berlin-
en/j.php?MTID=m865fc8d7762c1f1979e5187b759c4b89  

Prof. Dr. Robin Celikates 
Department of Philosophy 

 
Email: robin.celikates@fu-berlin.de 

Office hours: via email/Webex 

 
 
 
October 19 
Introduction and Overview 
 
October 26 
The Normative Debate 
Joseph Carens: An Overview of the Ethics of Immigration 
Sarah Song: The Political Theory of Migration 
 
November 02 
Migration and Justice 
Sarah Fine: Migration 
Joseph Carens: Politics, Principles, and Open Borders 
 
November 09 
Migration and Freedom 
Chandran Kukathas: Immigration and Freedom, ch. 8 
 
November 16 
Migration and Democracy 
Arash Abizadeh: Democratic Theory and Border Coercion 
David Miller: Why Immigration Controls Are Not Coercive: A Reply to Arash Abizadeh 
Arash Abizadeh: Democratic Legitimacy and State Coercion: A Reply to David Miller 
 
November 23 
Refugees 
Hannah Arendt: We Refugees 
Serena Parekh: No Refuge, chs. 1 and 6 
 
November 30 
Membership 
Sarah Song: The Significance of Territorial Presence and the Rights of Immigrants 
Amy Reed-Sandoval: Socially Undocumented: Identity and Imigration Justice, ch 1. 
José Jorge Mendoza: Socially Undocumented Oppression 
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December 07 
The Border as a Complex Institution 
Etienne Balibar: What Is a Border? 
Etienne Balibar: At the Borders of Citizenship: A Democracy in Translation? 
Harsha Walia: Border and Rule, Introduction and Conclusion 
 
December 14 
Migration as a Complex Practice 
Nicolas De Genova et al.: New Keywords: Migration and Borders 
Jef Huysmans et al.: Mobility/Movement 
 
-- break -- 
 
January 04 [asynchronous!] 
Who Speaks? Questions of Knowledge Production and Representation 1 
Archiv der Flucht/Archive of Refuge: https://archivderflucht.hkw.de/en/ 
Please take your time during the break and listen to at least two of the conversations. 
 
January 11 
Who Speaks? Questions of Knowledge Production and Representation 2 
Discussion with Manuela Bojadzijev (HU Berlin, co-curator of the archive) 
 
January 18 
Transformations of the Border 
Huub Dijstelbloem: Borders as Infrastructure, chs. 1 and 8  
Discussion with Huub Dijstelbloem (University of Amsterdam) 
 
January 25 
Counter-Practices 1: Sanctuary 
Massimiliano Tomba: Sanctuaries as Anachronism and Anticipation 
Jen Bagelman: Sanctuary City, ch. 6 
Thomas Nail: Sanctuary, Solidarity, Status! 
Discussion with Veronika Zablotsky (FU Berlin/JLU Gießen) 
 
February 01 
Counter-Practices 2: Disobedience and Resistance 
Sandro Mezzadra: The Right to Escape 
Robin Celikates: Remaking the Demos ‘From Below’? 
Javier Hidalgo: Unjust Borders, ch. 7 
 
February 08 
Alternative Cosmopolitanisms 
Minhao Zeng: Subaltern Cosmopolitanism 
Thomas Nail: Migrant Cosmopolitanism 
 
February 15 
Concluding Discussion 
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*** 
All readings will be made available as pdf files via Blackboard. 
 
Assessment/Requirements: 
• Careful study of the assigned readings, active participation in online discussion forums and 

regular attendance of seminar meetings (please note that you are expected to communicate 
absences beforehand). 

• For at least 4 sessions of your choice you are expected to make substantial contributions to 
the discussion forum;  these can take a variety of forms including, but not limited to, posting 
(non-trivial) questions about the readings, answering questions others have posted, 
commenting on the readings and their strengths and shortcomings, discussing an example 
related to the readings, making connections etc. 

• Final paper (ca. 5000-7500 words, depending on the requirements of the module you are 
taking; first outline due February 28, 2022, final version due Marc 31, 2022, both via email). 

• The final grade is based on the paper and forum contributions. 
• As a member of the campus community you should see yourself as sharing a commitment to 

academic integrity and fairness. Any form of plagiarism is incompatible with such a 
commitment, and will result in the student failing the assignment. 

• For some further information on how to write final papers in philosophy, see: 
https://www.geisteswissenschaften.fu-berlin.de/we01/media/FU-
Philosophie_Hausarbeiten_20210611b1.pdf  
 

Online teaching etiquette: 
• Mutual respect is particularly important under the conditions of the pandemic. In this 

seminar we will discuss sensitive and at times controversial topics related to migration. In 
order to create an inclusive and open discussion environment, it is important to appreciate 
that participants come from varied backgrounds and experiences, with different levels of 
interest, knowledge and experiences of migration. In all course-related interactions, 
including the chat, students are asked to be respectful and considerate. 

• Please let me know if your active participation in the seminar is made difficult or impossible 
due to other obligations (care for children or other relatives) or concentration and 
motivation problems and I will be happy to look for flexible solutions. 

• I explicitly encourage feedback on the form and content of the seminar and will also create 
opportunities for this during the meetings. 

• I will open the online seminar room at 10:00 and close it at 12:00 in order to give all 
participants the opportunity to resolve any technical difficulties beforehand and to 
exchange information informally with one another as well as to ask questions concerning 
the course. 

• Please make sure that your cameras are switched on as much as possible (technical and 
social circumstances permitting) in order to create a more personal seminar atmosphere. 
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Please join from a computer (rather than a cell phone or tablet) in order to allow for 
breakout rooms and other functions 

• Ensure that Webex shows your name and, if you want, your preferred gender pronouns. 
• Please make sure that your microphones are only switched on when you are speaking. 
• Please make sure that you behave in a manner appropriate for a seminar even if 

participating from home. 
• If you would like to say something, please post + or * in the chat. You can also write ‘follow 

up’, if you’d like to make a point directly related to what is being said. You can also ask your 
question via the chat if this is preferable for technical or other reasons. 

• I encourage you to establish networks amongst each other and to form discussion groups in 
addition to the seminar sessions. 

• For further thoughts on online teaching please consult the guidelines from the Department 
of Philosophy on which the above is also based: https://www.geisteswissenschaften.fu-
berlin.de/we01/studieren/studium/download/index.html  

 
*** 

 
Readings 
Abizadeh, Arash: Democratic Theory and Border Coercion: No Right to Unilaterally Control Your 
Own Borders, Political Theory, 36  (2008), 1, 37-65. 
Abizadeh, Arash: Democratic Legitimacy and State Coercion: A. Reply to David Miller, Political 
Theory, 38 (2010), 121-130. 
Arendt, Hannah: We Refugees (1943), in: Marc Robinson (ed.): Altogether Elsewhere. Writers on 
Exile, Boston 1994, 110-119. 
Bagelman, Jennifer J.: Sanctuary City: A Suspended State, New York 2015. 
Balibar, Étienne: What Is a Border?, in: Politics and the Other Scene, London 2002, 75-86. 
Balibar, Étienne: At the Borders of Citizenship, in: European Journal of Social Theory, 13 (2010), 
315-322. 
Carens, Joseph: An Overview of the Ethics of Immigration, Critical Review of International Social 
and Political Philosophy, 17 (2014), 5, 538-559. 
Carens, Joseph: Politics, Principles, and Open Borders, 
http://blogs.law.columbia.edu/abolition1313/joseph-carens-politics-principles-and-open-
borders/ . 
Celikates, Robin: Remaking the Demos ‘From Below’? Critical Theory, Migrant Struggles, and 
Epistemic Resistance, in: Didier Fassin/Axel Honnetn (eds.): Crisis Under Critique, New York 2021. 
De Genova, Nicholas, Sandro Mezzadra & John Pickles (eds.): New Keywords: Migration and 
Borders, Cultural Studies 29 (2015), 1, 55-87. 
Dijstelbloem, Huub: Borders as Infrastructure: The Technopolitics of Border Control, 
Cambridge/MA 2021. 
Fine, Sarah: Migration, in: The Oxford Handbook of Distributive Justice, Oxford 2018, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199645121.013.26 . 
Hidalgo, Javier: Unjust Borders: Individuals and the Ethics of Immigration, London 2018. 



 
 
 

5 

Huysmans, Jef et al.: Mobility/Movement, in: Minor Keywords of Political  Theory: Migration as 
a Critical  Standpoint, Environment and Planning C: Politics and Space, 2021, 
doi:10.1177/2399654420988563. 
Kukathas, Chandran: Immigration and Freedom, Princeton 2021. 
Mezzadra, Sandro: The Right to Escape, Ephemera, 4/3 (2004), 267-275. 
Mendoza, José Jorge: Socially Undocumented Oppression: Goldilocks' Liberalism or Something 
New?, Philosophy Today, 64 (2020), 4, 973-977. 
Miller, David: Why Immigration Controls Are Not Coercive, Political Theory 38/1 (2009), 111–120. 
Nail, Thomas: Migrant Cosmopolitanism, Public Affairs Quarterly 29 (2014), 2, 187-199. 
Nail, Thomas: Sanctuary, Solidarity, Status!, in: Reece Jones (ed.): Open Borders: In Defense of 
Free Movement, Athens 2019, 23-33. 
Parekh, Serena: No Refuge: Ethics and the Global Refugee Crisis, Oxford 2020. 
Reed-Sandoval, Amy: Socially Undocumented: Identity and Immigration Justice, Oxford 2020. 
Song, Sarah: The Significance of Territorial Presence and the Rights of Immigrants, in: Sarah Fine 
& Lea Ypi (eds.), Migration in Political Theory, Oxford 2016, 225-248. 
Song, Sarah: Political Theories of Migration, Annual Review of Political Science, 21 (2018), 385-
402. 
Tomba, Massimiliano: Sanctuaries as Anachronism and Anticipation, History of the Present, 9 
(2019), 217-232. 
Walia, Harsha: Border and Rule: Global Migration, Capitalism, and the Rise of Racist Nationalism, 
Chicago 2021. 
Zeng, Minhao: Subaltern Cosmopolitanism, The Sociological Review, 62 (2014), 1, 137-148. 
 
Further Reading 
Achiume, E. Tendayi: Migration as Decolonization, Stanford Law Review, 71 (2019), 6, 1509-1574. 
Agamben, Giorgio: We Refugees, Symposium 49/2 (1995), 114-119. 
Agier, Michel: Borderlands, Cambridge 2013.  
Anderson, Bridget/Sharma, Nandita/Wright, Cynthia: Why No Borders?, Refuge 26 (2009), 2, 5-
18. 
Anzaldúa, Gloria: Borderlands/La Frontera, San Francisco 1992. 
Bader, Veit: The Ethics of Immigration, Constellations 12/3 (2005), 331-361. 
Balibar, Étienne: Citizenship, Cambridge 2015. 
Bauböck, Rainer: Global Justice, Freedom of Movement and Democratic Citizenship, European 
Journal of Sociology 50 (2009), 1, 1-31. 
Bauböck, Rainer: Migration and Citizenship: Normative Debates, in: Marc Rosenblum/Daniel J. 
Tichenor (eds): Oxford Handbook of the Politics of International Migration, Oxford 2012, 594-
613. 
Benhabib, Seyla: The Rights of Others: Aliens, Residents and Citizens, Cambridge 2004. 
Bhambra, Gurminder: The Current Crisis of Europe: Refugees, Colonialism, and the Limits of 
Cosmopolitanism, in: European Law Journal, 23 (2017), 395-405. 
Blake, Michael: Justice, Migration and Mercy. New York 2019. 
Bojadžijev, Manuela/Serhat Karakayali: Recuperating the Sideshows of Capitalism: The Autonomy 
of Migration Today, in: e-flux, #17 (2010). 
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Bojadžijev, Manuela: Migration as a social seismograph. An Analysis of Germany’s “Refugee 
Crisis” Controversy, International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society, 31 (2018), 4, 335-356. 
Bosniak, Linda: The Citizen and the Alien: Dilemmas of Contemporary Membership. Princeton 
2006. 
Brock, Gillian: Justice for People on the Move: Migration in Challenging Times, Cambridge 2020. 
Brock, Gillian/Blake, Michael: Debating Brain Drain. Oxford 2015. 
Cabrera, Luis: The Practice of Global Citizenship. Cambridge 2010. 
Caraus, Tamara/Elena Paris (eds.): Migration, Protest Movements and the Politics of Resistance: 
A Radical Political Philosophy of Cosmopolitanis, London 2018. 
Carens, Joseph: Aliens and Citizens: The Case for Open Borders, Review of Politics, 49 (1987), 2, 
251-273. 
Carens, Joseph: The Ethics of Immigration. Oxford 2013. 
Castles, Steven/Hein de Haas/Mark Miller: The Age of Migration, Basingstoke 2014. 
Celikates, Robin: Constituent Power Beyond Exceptionalism: Irregular Migration, Disobedience, 
and (Re-)Constitution”, in: Journal of International Political Theory, 15 (2019), 1, 67-81. 
Cole, Phillip: Philosophies of Exclusion. Liberal Political Theory and Immigration, Edinburgh 2000. 
Cole, Phillip/Wellman, Christopher H.: Debating the Ethics of Immigration. Oxford 2011. 
De Genova, Nicholas: Migrant "Illegality" and Deportability in Everyday Life, Annual Review of 
Anthropology, 31 (2002), 419-447. 
De Genova, Nicholas & Martina Tazzioli (eds.): Europe / Crisis: New Keywords of “the Crisis” in 
and of “Europe”, http://nearfuturesonline.org/europecrisis-new-keywords-of-crisis-in-and-of-
europe/.  
Fine, Sarah/Ypi, Lea (Hg.): Migration in Political Theory. Oxford 2015. 
Gibney, Matthew: The Ethics and Politics of Asylum, Cambridge 2004, 
Gibney, Matthew: Political Theory, Ethics, and Forced Migration, in: Elena Fiddian-Qasmiyeh et 
al. (Hg): The Oxford Handbook of Refugee and Forced Migration Studies. Oxford 2014, 48-59. 
Gündogdu, Ayten: Rightlesness in the Age of Rights, New York 2019. 
Hosein, Adam: The Ethics of Migration: An Introduction, London 2019. 
Isin, Engin and Greg Nielsen: Acts of Citizenship, New York 2008. 
Jansen, Yolande/Celikates, Robin/de Bloois, Joost (eds.): The Irregularization of Migration in 
Contemporary Europe, London 2015. 
Jones, Reece (ed.): Open Borders: In Defense of Free Movement, Athens 2019. 
Longo, Matthew: The Politics of Borders: Sovereignty and Security after 9/11. Cambridge 2017. 
McNevin, Anne: Contested Citizenship, New York 2011. 
Mendoza, José Jorge: The Moral and Political Philosophy of Immigration, Lexington 2017. 
Mezzadra, Sandro/Neilson, Brett: Border as Method, or, the Multiplication of Labor. Durham 
2013. 
Miller, David: Strangers in Our Midst: The Political Philosophy of Immigration, Cambridge, MA 
2016. 
Nail, Thomas: Theory of the Border, Oxford 2016. 
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Nyers, Peter, et al.: Keywords for Critical Refugee Studies, 
https://socialsciences.mcmaster.ca/globalization/research/publications/working-
papers/2019/working-paper-sep-2019.pdf. 
Ochoa Espejo, Paulina: On Borders. Territories, Legitimacy, and the Rights of Place. Oxford 2020. 
Sager, Alex: Toward a Cosmopolitan Ethics of Mobility. The Migrant's-Eye View of the World, 
Cham 2018. 
Sager, Alex: Against Borders: Why the World Needs Free Movement of People, Rowman & 
Littlefield 2020. 
Samaddar, Ranabir The Postcolonial Age of Migration, London 2020. 
Schmalz, Dana: Refugees, Democracy and the Law. Political Rights at the Margins of the State, 
London 2020. 
Shachar, Ayelet: The Birthright Lottery: Citizenship and Global Inequality, Cambridge, MA 2009. 
Shachar, Ayelet: The Shifting Border: Legal Cartographies of Migration & Mobility, Manchester 
2020. 
Song, Sarah: Immigration and Democracy. Oxford 2018. 
Squire, Vicki et al.: Reclaiming Migration: Voices from Europe's 'Migrant Crisis', Manchester 2021. 
Stierl, Maurice: Migrant Resistance in Contemporary Europe, London 2018. 
Wilcox, Shelley: Immigration and Borders, in: Andrew Fiala (ed.): Bloomsbury Companion to 
Political Philosophy, London 2015, 183-197. 


